
Minutes 
The 80th Meeting 

Of the 

Niagara River Greenway Commission  

95 Perry St.  

March 20, 2018 3:00 pm 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Stevens at 3:05 pm.  Molly Dreyer was directed to call the roll 
and a quorum of members was determined to be present.   
 
The following Commissioners or their designated representatives were in attendance: 

Greg Stevens, Chairman 
Sean Edwards, Treasurer 
Joseph Emminger, Commissioner  
Steven Broderick, Commissioner  
Ron Hayes, NYS Department of Transportation  
Angela Rossi, Empire State Development 
Lou Paonessa, New York State Power Authority 
Mark Mistretta, New York State Parks 
Chris Bauer, NYS DOS  
Tim DePriest, NYS DEC 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The Greenway is now looking to fill the gaps on the Commission  

• Chairman Stevens brought up the Lewiston Project Phase III to discuss the need for the 

project to be presented to the Commission for consistency review again.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON CURRENT PROJECTS 
 
Jo Johnson of the Niagara Relicensing Environmental Coalition presented their findings. All projects were 

found to be consistent  

PROJECT REVIEW AND VOTE  

Osprey Nesting Platform and Migrator Enhancement 

Presented by Mark Clapsadl  

Project Presentation Notes: The project has been developed in collaboration with certified 

arborists on staff at the campus as well as with Tim DePriest. The goals of the project are to 

install osprey nest poles at the Buffalo State Great Lakes Center Field Station including a web 

camera with live stream when there is a nest. The plan also includes housing for purple martins, 

and creating stop-over habitat for migratory birds at the field station, strategically located at a 

natural bottleneck and stopover passageway for migrants. They have created a list of native 



plantings which will provide food and habitat for native and migrant bird populations. Use 

enhancements to create learning opportunities, specifically collaborating with Riverside to make 

plantings part of the curriculum. The visual impact of the nesting pole is considered, as it can be 

seen by Broderick Park break-wall to provide ample osprey viewing opportunities. The planting 

plans were developed by plotting the mature diameter of the plants, and the bed layout around 

the osprey nesting platform; a third planting is planned to be located between the access pathway 

and the field station.  

 

Commissioner Comments and Discussion: 

 

Commissioner DePriest said this is a great example of what can be done along small parcels of 

land located along the Greenway. Eventhough the public does not have direct access to the field 

station site, the species that benefit from the project will enhance the Greenway experience, and 

the viewing opportunities from the canal and Bird Island Pier would be excellent, an opportunity 

to view this top predator, osprey.  

 

Chairman Stevens asked if the proximity of osprey to one another will pose an issue.  

 

Commissioner DePriest stated that the osprey are very tolerant of close proximity of nesting 

sites, and that the closest nest is located at Tift, which is miles away and would not pose an issue.  

 

Chairman Stevens asked if there is potential negative effect to introducing osprey into an area 

with other birds.  

 

Commissioner DePriest stated that this is not an issue because osprey are exclusively predators 

of fish. 

 

Commissioner Stevens stated that the West Side Rowing Club is interested in developing 

landscaping for their property and frontage, and had previously discussed the want for an osprey 

nesting platform.  

 

Clapsadl mentioned the parcel was viewed as a multiuse facility when this plan was developed, 

and that the prominence of the WSRC regatta events and spectating on the shoreline was taken 

into consideration during planning for plant placement.  

 

Commissioner Edwards asked if a webcam is appropriate in this area since the area is gated.  

 

Clapsadl mentioned that monitoring of a similar nature for weather stations has been done 

before, that a bigger issue is spider webs, but they have the ability to maintain.  

 

Chairman Stevens has stated that the Greenway would like to post the video stream on their 

website.  

 

 

A vote was taken and it was found consistent with the Greenway Plan and will go before the 

Ecological Standing Committee.  



 

 

D’Amelio Park Playground  

 

This project has been dropped and will not come before the commission on this date.  

 

 

The following projects were presented together. Following the presentation, a vote was 

taken for each individual project:  

 

Jayne Park Improvement  

Presented by Seth Piccirrillo  

 

Project Presentation: The project is located on Cayuga Island, near the Big River/Little River 

section. The construction of the Griffin will be utilized as a central theme. Native plantings in the 

middle of the park along with greenway/Niagara river facts embedded in the equipment. The 

parks are designed with ADA compliance, environmentally safe design with sight lines 

incorporated into design plans. The funding requested is for equipment purchase and 

construction.  

 

 

A vote was taken and it was found consistent with the Greenway Plan.  

 

91st Street Park Improvements  

Presented by Seth Piccirrillo  

 

Project Presentation: The park was designed similarly to the Jayne Park Improvement, with the 

ask in mind when approaching the design company.  

 

 

A vote was taken and it was found consistent with the Greenway Plan.   

 

 

Niagara Falls Winter Skating Project  

Presented By: Seth Piccirillo  

 

Project Presentation: Ice skating is a great way to connect people to the waterfront during the 

winter season, fostering all-season enjoyment of the riverfront. The project will utilize an 

existing parking area that is underused in the winter when tourism traffic is low. From November 

to February the rink may be moved to 91st street if the model is working well, to engage a broad 

spectrum of the community. A vote of consistency from the Commission would spur approval 

from the local municipality to provide matching funds.  

 

 

  

 



Chairman Stevens asks what the vendor proposal would be for the project.  

 

Piccirillo stated that there is a profit sharing model set up between the vendor and the city, the 

vendor will run the rink but will not invest in it’s construction and costs.  

 

Chairmsn Stevens inquired about the type of ice and if refrigeration units will be required.  

 

Piccirillo stated that the rink will run on a refrigerated ice system that runs on a power generator, 

and will be similar to the ice surface in Lewiston.  

 

Commissioner Mistretta asked if it will be dismantled and moved to the new location.  

 

Piccirillo stated that they do not just want to operate it downtown, and that they are considering 

this as an option; have not assessed the feasibility in full yet. However, if they move forward 

with the project they will be able to assess the options that will spur greater user involvement.  

 

Commissioner Rossi asked if the move was built into the budget.  

 

Piccirillo stated that the city would be able to cover the cost of the move, understanding the 

purpose of this is not as a revenue generator.  

 

Commissioner DePriest asked if they would be charging a fee  

 

Piccirillo stated that the skating would be free if moved to the second location, and that the 

vendor would likely charge a fee in the downtown location.  

 

Chairman Stevens commented that Mayor Dyster reviews and filters out project with Greenway 

consistency in mind. He stated that the rink is a great initiative to increase winter tourism in this 

area, and involving the Niagara Falls community. Other sources of money that could add to the 

project, economic development, and tourism may spur other options for funding.  The CFA 

round is coming up, posed the question if there are other sources of funding this project should 

consider.  

 

Commissioner Rossi stated that the CFA awards are not announced until December and will only 

fund up to twenty-percent of a project.  

 

Commissioner Bauer mentioned that other opportunities for funding through the Department of 

State are available to be considered.  

 

Commissioner Broderick mentioned that this would attract local people and families downtown, 

especially during the holiday season.  

 

Chairman Stevens noted that this could be an activity that spurs others downtown to flourish. 

 

Commissioner Broderick mentioned that the seasonality will be the basis for the draw of people 

and tourists, in Lewiston there is a 30% drop off in the January – February months.  



 

Chairman Stevens stated that there is a strong indication that native plantings interest the public, 

and that this lighter, cheaper, faster approach shows progress quickly and contributes greatly to 

the public good. Hyde Park and Waterkeeper projects with beautiful rusted steel art to designate 

a no-mow zone, identifies the need of naturalized public spaces.  

 

A vote was taken and it was found consistent with the Greenway Plan.  

 

 

 

 

  

New Business 

Commissioner Broderick stated that the previous two phases of the Lewiston project had been 

found consistent in 2014, as well as the addition of the comfort station in 2016. He was able to 

show Commissioner DePriest the plans for Phase III and it was determined that the project need 

not be brought before the Commission again, and that the requested letter stating this will be 

provided.  

 

Public Comment 

Ben Bidell stated that the Ralph Wilson Foundation gives funds as well, and may be a viable 

option for the Niagara Falls Winter Skating Project.  

 

Jo Johnson recommended pollinator zones and to reduce the pavement as much as possible for 

each of the proposed parks projects.  

 

Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn at 4:51 pm was made by Commissioner Edwards, seconded by 

Commissioner Paonessa and the motion carried.  
 
Submitted by,  
 
 
 __________________________________ 

Molly Dreyer, Project Manager  
Niagara River Greenway Commission 


